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CWLEP Digital Creative Business Group meeting 

5th August 
10-11am 

 

Zoom Call  

Minutes 
 

Attendance Apologies Received 
 

Chair: Sarah Windrum - Emerald Group 
Exec Support: Stacy O’Connor  - CWLEP 
Michelle Wilson  - Advent Communications 
Ian Flynn – Warwickshire County Council 
Clare Green  - University of Warwick 
Gemma Gathercole  - CWLEP  
Dom Breadmore – Ludic Rooms  
Martin Nwangwa – CW Growth Hub 
Peta Murphy  - Coventry University 
Sarah Brewster – Fresh Seed 
Jon Nealon  - RBH 
Nick Harper  - Electric Square 
Inderjit Kaur  - Coventry City Council 
 
 

Paul Fairburn  - Coventry University 
Helen Routledge  - Totem Learning  
Paula Deas  - CWLEP 
Natalie Griffiths – Identity Spark 
Andrea Pulford – Warwick Arts Centre  
Rhys Jarman – Wright Hassall 
Stephanie Kerr  - BID Leamington 
David Hope  - Coventry City Council 
Jane Bailey  - Motionhouse  
Liz Katz – Noisegate Media  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Item  

1. Welcome Chair welcomed members, followed by introductions  
 
 

2. Matters Arising  
 

• SOC to sending out the dates for the Shared Apprenticeships 

Workshops - DONE 

• Sarah W, Sarah B, Nick, Stacy & Steph to discuss further the 

‘How to guides’ and how to take that forward - DONE 

• Share link to Business survey - DONE 

•  SW to link SB to make an intro to Safe reopening group to link with 
RSC and engage Freelancer Community - Doing 

• SOC to send a list of those projects submitted to the LISF    - NOT 
DONE 

• SOC to share the link to the support letter for those that wish to, to 
add their name.  – DONE 
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3. Focus Group 
Feedback  

Freelancer Gap  

The working group has some new members. Currently the team 
are trying to build the linked in network. The paper developed 
outlining the Freelancer Gap has fed into the West Midlands 
State of the Region Report which is a great endorsement for the 
paper.  

 
Safe Re-engaging of creative spaces 
 
CWLEP Champions have agreed to trial a live streaming event 
which has a TV production style feel which is a change to the 
Zoom platform they have been doing to date. This will hopefully 
be taking place from Vitsoe.  
 
Vodafone have committed to installing 5G giga-cube into the 
Cathedral to support the new audience they have gained virtually 
over lockdown. 
 
Still progressing developing a workshop that supports people 
using new technology and understanding what, & how it can be 
used. F13 are keen to engage in this.  

  
Tech Challenge  

Survey results were very varied with no clear need or solution to 
digital problems businesses are facing. Clear that business 
support and helping businesses with a diagnostic would be 
welcomed. There are resources out there and it’s clear that 
signposting could benefit those businesses so the Growth Hub 
will be following up with businesses to try and help them navigate 
the various activity.  
 
Warwickshire County Council have approved funding to deliver a 
tech challenge. £80k is available in the pot and we now need to 
work on defining the type of activity we want to come forward 
and bid into the funding. Place is a clear focus that WCC want to 
see and how an intervention could help businesses that could be 
easily scaled across the county. WCC are keen that we have the 
launch the call in early September. We are keen for industry to be 
involved in the approval process and help identify projects we 
want to support.  
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4. CWLEP Board 
Update 

Get Building Fund 

Update on the Ministry of Housing Local Communities & 
Government (MHLCG) funding call. The fund is a capital funding 
pot and the timeline for submitting projects. The Exec Team at 
the LEP have been working hard to ensure a pipeline of projects 
were put forward.  From the £66m awarded to West Midland 
Combined Authority, Coventry have been able to access £13m for 
projects and Warwickshire have been awarded a separate 
allocation of £8.1m.  https://www.cwlep.com/news/multi-
million-government-funding-help-cws-economic-recovery 

It is possible that this approach to awarding funding could happen 
again in a second round so the LEP would like to see further 
projects come forward to form a pipeline of projects with 
business cases so that we can react quickly to future calls. If the 
group have any ideas or projects they want to feed in please do 
so and these can be revenue and capital projects.  

Devolution White Paper 

There is an expectation that a devolution White Paper will be 
coming out to consultation. Keen to ensure that industry input 
into this consultation and highlight how important it is to identify 
revenue funding in this to ensure there is money to undertake 
activity and not just capital to build things. Link to the project 
detail from the CWLEP website.  

Autumn Budget Spending Review 

WMCA are looking to add in something around business support 
particularly in light of European funding coming to an end. 
Looking at the current business support provision it doesn’t 
always lend itself to creative businesses or understand how 
creative businesses work so we are keen to ensure that the ask is 
reflective of that and that we have some business support that is 
developed with the creative industries in mind. Sarah (W) will be 
doing a virtual tour of networks to get some feedback and 
highlight what is needed, so any suggestions of other groups or 
anything you want to feed in please let Sarah know.  

5G 

It was announced recently that the first 5G core has been 
installed by Vodafone at Coventry University which will 
predominantly focus on Healthcare.  

There will be a virtual 5G workshop held with City of Culture at 
the beginning of September to look at where the 5G core 
network will actually be. We have requested that there are 3 
industry seats at that workshop who may be interested in 

https://www.cwlep.com/news/multi-million-government-funding-help-cws-economic-recovery
https://www.cwlep.com/news/multi-million-government-funding-help-cws-economic-recovery
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delivering something using the network. Let Sarah know if you 
are interested in attending.   

 

Nuneaton Town Partnership Deal 

Nuneaton is developing a Town Partnership Deal. The focus is 
around Citizen life improvement and priorities are still to be set. If 
anyone is interested in knowing a little more or becoming more 
involved let Sarah know and she will put you in contact with Arup 
the project managers for the activity. 

 

5. A.O.B  Disability Arts Leadership Programme  
University of Warwick are working with consultants on the 
Disability Arts Leadership Programme. The programme will take a 
small cohort of people working in the arts with disabilities to 
provide Leadership Programme. If members know anyone who 
maybe interested please share the application with them and also 
share through Social Media. Clare will follow up with more 
information in a separate email.  

 

 
ACTION POINTS-SUMMARY 
 

➔  

  
NEXT MEETING:   23rd September 2pm  
 


